RESOLUTION No 29/2003 OF
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE JUDICIARY

of 09 April 2003

Pursuant to §21 of the Set of professional ethical rules for judges (appendix to Resolution No 16/2003 of the National Council of the Judiciary of 19 February 2003) – “A judge may not provide legal services".

This rule raised interpretational doubts in connection with a specific question of a retired Supreme Court judge, as to the admissibility of providing gratuitous legal advice of charity nature.

Therefore, the National Council of the Judiciary at the request of the First President of the Supreme Court decided, pursuant to §7 of the “Set”, to make the following interpretation of the rule formulated in §21.

With respect to retired judges the rule concerning appropriate appliance of the professional ethical rules (§6 of the “Set”) leads to a relevant commutation of the prohibition to provide legal services in accordance with the degree of difference of the situation of a retired judge as compared to a judge on service. 

A retired judge may, not infringing the ethical rules, provide gratuitous legal advice of charity nature i.e. only to persons who cannot afford legal services due to the lack of funds. Such permitted charity activity may not, however, consist in the kind of legal services that exceed ordinary provision of advice. 

